






France on being the winner of a 
copy of the Catalysis by Gold book 
recently published by Imperial 
College Press. Visitors to the 
World Gold Council stand  
at the EuropaCatVIII conference  
in Turku/Åbo, Finland were invited 
to submit their business card  
for this prize draw and Dr Caps’ 


















































































Attendance at this conference was around 1,500 
delegates from 56 countries. The European 
countries were strongly represented and there were 


















Jose A Rodriguez is a Senior Scientist in the 















One of the milestones in catalytic asymmetric 
synthesis was the very ﬁrst example of an 
asymmetric aldol addition reaction, reported by Ito, 
Sawamura and Hayashi in 1986 (Y. Ito, M. Sawamura, 
T. Hayashi, J. Am. Chem. Soc., 1986, 108, 6405). 
They used cationic gold(I) complexes of chiral 
diphosphanes as catalysts and by so doing opened 
up a whole new aspect of catalytic asymmetric 
synthesis : the results were of fundamental 
importance and the principle could ultimately be 
extended to other metals. In these reactions the 
chiral information from the ligand is multiplied and 
induces chirality in the products.
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